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Mercurii, 29 ° die Julii, 1857 . 



Names of the Members of the Select Committee appointed to try and determine the 
matter of the Petition complaining of an undue Election and Return for the Borough of 
Sligo. 



John Whitehall Dod, Esq. I John Martin, Esq. (Tewkesbury). 

Earl Jermyn. I John Benjamin Smith, Esq. (Stockport). 

Chairman, Sir John Yarde Buller, Bart. 



Jovis, 30 ° die Julii, 1857 . 



Ordered , That the Petitions and List relative to the said Election be referred to the 
Committee. 

Ordered, That the Committee do meet to-morrow, in one of the Committee-rooms of 
the House, at Eleven of the clock. 
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REPORT. 



SLIGO BOROUGH ELECTION COMMITTEE. 



Veneris, 31° die Julii , 1857. 



The House informed that the Committee had determined, — 

That John Patrick Somers, esquire, is not duly elected a Burgess to serve 
in this present Parliament for the Borough of Sligo. 

That the Right honourable John Arthur Wynne is ^duly elected, and 
ought to have been returned a Burgess to serve in this present Parliament 
for the Borough of Sligo. 

The House further informed, that the Committee had altered the Poll taken at 
the last Election for the Borough of Sligo, by striking off the names of William 
Dudgeon and Martin Feenarty from the Votes given for John Patrick Somers, 
esquire, and by adding them to the Votes given for the Right honourable John 
Arthur Wynne ; and had further altered the Poll by striking off the name of 
Edward George Elliott from the Votes given for the said John Patrick Somers, 
it having been proved that he did not vote at all at the said Election ; and had 
further altered the Poll by adding to the Votes given for the said Right 
honourable John Arthur Wynne, the names of James Henry Ferguson and 
Francis Yarde Gilbert, whose Votes had been improperly refused at the said 
Election. 
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IV 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 



Veneris , 31° die Julii, 1857. 



Names of the Members called over; all present. 

Room cleared. Committee deliberated, and agreed to the following Resolutions; — 

1. “ That Counsel will not be allowed to go into matters not referred to in their opening 
statement, without a special application to the Committee for permission to do so. 

2. “ That if costs be demanded by either party, under the 11 & 12 Yict. c. 98, the question 
must be raised immediately after the decision on that particular case, unless the Committee 
shall otherwise decide. 

3. “ That the Committee expect, that with respect to cases of bribery, or offers or 
promises of money, or other valuable consideration, which it is intended to bring home to 
the Sitting Member, or his agents, the Counsel for the Petitioners will now state the names 
of the electors bribed, or to whom such offers were so made, and those of the persons who 
actually gave the bribe, or. offered to do so. 

4. “ The Committee, however, reserve to themselves a power, upon the special application 
of Counsel, to proceed with any case which tends to inculpate any principal or agent, the 
knowledge of which case has been brought out before the Committee in the progress of the* 
investigation, with the circumstances of which the parties could not be reasonably supposed 
to have been previously cognizant. 

5. <l That with respect to treating, the Committee will expect Counsel to state the times 
and places where such treating is alleged to have taken place. 

6. t£ That with respect to undue influence, the Committee will require to be furnished 
with a list of the persons who are alleged to have, been subjected to such undue influence, 
and also with a list of those who are alleged to have exercised it. 

7. “ The Committee, however, reserve to themselves a disex'etionary power, as in cases of 
bribery. 

8. “ That no person shall be examined as a witness, who shall have been in the room 
during any of the proceedings, with the exception of the agents, whose names shall be' 
handed in, without the special leave of the Committee. 

9. “ That the Committee will only allow one Counsel to address them on opening the 
case, and one Counsel on the summing up. 

10. “ That if any point of law should arise requiring argument, the Committee reserve 
to themselves the power of hearing only one Counsel on each side- 

11. “ That if the leading Counsel arc not prepared to sum up the case on cither side, 
when, the evidence is terminated, the Committee will not protract the proceedings for the 
convenience of Counsel who may be absent. 

12. “ That with respect to objected votes, the Committee expect Counsel to exhaust one 
class of objections before proceeding to another.” 

Parties called in, and informed of the above Resolutions. 

The Petition of the Right Hon. J ■ A. Wynne , the unsuccessful candidate at the last 
Election against the Return of J. P. Somers, was read. 

Counsel for the Petitioner, Mr. Slade and Mr. Clerk. 

Agents, Mr. Mostyn and Messrs. Baxter, Rose, Sf Norton. 

The Petition of William Clarke and Thomas Reed Wilson, electors, against the Return 
of J. P. Somers, was read. 

No person appeared in support of this Petition. 

The Petition of Thomas Cowan and Patrick Farrell, against the Return of J. P- Somers, 
was read. 

No person appeared in support of this Petition. 
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ON SLIGO BOROUGH ELECTION PETITION. v 

Counsel for the Sitting Member : Mr. Serjeant Thomas, Mr. J. G. Jones, and Mr. C. M. 
Lewis. 

Agent : Mr. C. Lewis. 

Mr. Slade opened a case of scrutiny. 

Mr. Serjeant Thomas applied for an adjournment of the case, on the ground that the 
mayor of Sligo, whose conduct was complained of, was unable to attend in consequence of 
indisposition, and produced a medical certificate stating that the mayor of Sligo was in such 
a state of health that it was impossible lor him to undertake a journey for some time. 

The medical certificate was put in and read. 

Tire Committee decided that there was no charge in the Petition of Mr. Wynne against 
the Returning Officer, and therefore called upon the Counsel for the Petitioners to proceed 
with the case. 

The Shorthand-writer was sworn by the Chairman. 

James Richard Naylor, from' the office of the Clerk of the Crown, called; sworn; 
examined by Mr. Clerk. Produced writ to the sheriff of the county of Sligo, precept to 
the mayor of Sligo, and return for the last election for the said borough. Cross-examined 
by Mr. Serjeant Thomas. 

. Edward Clements, called ; sworn ; examined by Mr Clerk ; produced two poll-books of last 
election for the borough of Sligo ; cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Thomas. 

John Charles Welsh, called ; sworn ; examined by Mr. Clerk ; cross-examined by Mr. 
Jones . 

Edward Clements , recalled ; and further examined by Mr. Clerk. 

Mr. Serjeant Thomas objected to the reception of the poll-books on the ground that 
Clements was not an agent'f'or the Clerk of the Crown within the meaning of 13 & 14 
Viet., c. 69, and that the poll-books not being produced out of the proper custody, were not 
i receivable in evidence. , 

Mr. Clerk was heard in answer to the objection. 

Room cleared. Committee deliberated, and decided that the poll-books are properly put 
in, and are admissible in evidence. 

Poll-books put in accordingly. 

Parties called in, and informed thereof. 

Edward Jones, called ; sworn ; examined by Mr. Clerk ; produced a copy of the register 
for the borough of Sligo. 

ON THE VOTE OF WILLIAM DUDGEON, 

(No. 80 on the Register; objected to on the ground that he tendered his vote at the last 
election for Wynne, and that notwithstanding said tender the said vote was fraudulently 
and corruptly recorded in favour of Somers.) 

William Dudgeon, called; sworn; examined by Mr. Clerk. 

Edward Pollock, called ; sworn ; examined by Mr. Clerk ; cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant 
Thomas. 

Mr. Clerk was heard against the vote being retained on Mr. Somers’ poll. 

Mr. Jones heard in favour of vote being retained, and objected that the register was not 
sufficiently proved. 

Room cleared. Committee deliberated. 

Resolved, “ That the vote of William Dudgeon ^ be struck off the votes given for Mr. 
Somers, and added to those given for Mr. Wynne.” 

Parties called in, and informed thereof. 

ON THE VOTE OP MARTIN FEENARTY. 

(No. 92 on Register. Objected to on the ground that it was tendered for Wynne, 
and being refused by deputy, who alleged that the voter was drunk, was notwith- 
standing recorded for Somers.) 

Martin Feenarty, called ; sworn ; examined by Mr. Clerk. 

Mr. Serjeant Thomas objected that certain words added after the voter’s name in the poll- 
book were not proved to have been made at the time. 
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Mr. Clerk was heard in answer to the objection. 

The Committee overruled the objection. 

The entry in the poll-book was read. 

Marlin Feenarty further examined by Mr. Clerk; cross-examined by Mr. Lewis; re-exa- 
mined by Mr. Clerk. 

Edward Pollock called ; sworn ; examined by Mr. Clerk ; cross-examined by Mr. Seijeant 
Thomas. 

Thomas Mostyn called ; sworn ; examined by Mr. Clerk ; cross-examined by Mr. Seijeant 
Thomas. 

Mr. Clerk summed up evidence. 

Mr. Serjeant Thomas heard in reply. 

Resolved, “ That the vote of Martin Feenarty be struck off the votes given for Mr. Somers 
and added to those given for Mr. Wynne.” 

ON THE VOTE OF EDWARD GEORGE ELLIOTT, 

(No. 86 on Register. Objected to on the ground that he did not vote or appear at the 
last election, but that notwithstanding his vote is fraudulently recorded for Somers). 

Edward George Elliott, called; sworn; examined by Mr. Clerk ; cross-examined by Mr. 
Serjeant Thomas. 

Resolved, “ That the vote of Edward George Elliott be struck off the poll.” 



ON THE VOTE OF JAMES HENRY FERGUSON, 

(Claimed to be added to the votes of Wynne, such vote having been dulv tendered, but not 
added to the poll). 

James Henry Ferguson, called; sworn; examined by Mr. Clerk ; cross-examined by 
Mr. Lewis. 

Resolved, “ That the vote of James Henry Ferguson be added to the poll.” 



ON THE VOTE OF FRANCIS YARDE GILBERT, 

(Claimed to be added to the votes of Wynne, such vote having been duly tendered, but not 

added to the poll). 

Captain Francis Yarde Gilbert, called; sworn; examined by Mr. Clerk. 

Edward Pollock, called ; sworn ; examined by Mr. Clerk. 

Mr. Clerk heard in favour of adding the vote to Mr. Wynne’s poll. 

Resolved, “ That the vote of Francis. Yarde Gilbert be added to the poll.” 

Mr. Clerk stated that Mr. Wynne was now in a majority, and claimed the seat on his 
behalf. 

Room cleared. Committee deliberated. 

Resolved, “That John Patrick Somers, Esq., is not duly elected a burgess to serve in 
this present Parliament for the borough of Sligo. 

Resolved, “That the Right Hon. John Arthur Wynne is duly elected, and ought to 
have been returned a burgess to serve in this present Parliament for the borough of Sligo. 

Resolved, “ That the Committee had altered the poll taken at the last election for the 
borough of Sligo, by striking off the names of William Dudgeon and Martin Feenarty from 
the votes given for John Patrick Somers, Esq., and by adding them to the votes given for 
the Right Hon. John Arthur Wynne ; and had further altered the poll by striking off the 
name of Edward George Elliott from the votes given for John Patrick Somers, it having 
been proved that he did not vote at all at the said election ; and had further altered the poll 
by adding to the votes given for the said Right Hon. John Arthur Wynne, the names of 
James Henry Ferguson and Francis Yarde G ilbert, whose votes had been improperly refused 
at the said election.” 

Ordered, “ To report the above Resolutions to The House.” 
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WITNESSES. 



Veneris, 31 ° die Julii, 1857 . 



James Richard Naylor, Esq. 
Edward Clements, Esq. 

Mr. John Charles Welsh 

Mr. Edward Jones ... 

Mr. William Dudgeon 

Mr. Edward Pollock - 

Mr. Martin Feenarty - 

Mr. Thomas Mostyn - 

Mr. Edward George Elliott - 

Mr. James Henry Ferguson - 

Captain Francis Yarde Gilbert, k. e. 



- p. i 
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- p. 4 
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- p. 6 . n. 15 

- p. 8 

- p. 12 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Veneris, 31° die Julii, 1857. 



PRESENT. 



John Whitehall Dod, Esq. I John Benjamin Smith, Esq. (Stockport). 

Earl Jermyn. Sir John Yarde Buller, Bart. 

John Martin, Esq. (Tewkesbury). | 

Sir JOHN YARDE BULLER, Bart., in the Chair. 



The committee-room was cleared. 

After some time the Counsel and Parties were again called in. 

The Chairman stated that the Committee had come to the usual Reso- 
tions, with the exception of the last. 

The Petition of John Arthur Wynne, Esq., complaining of the return of 
John Patrick Somers, Esq., at the last election for the Borough of Sligo, 
was read. 

Mr. Slade and Mr. Clerk, appeared as Counsel. 

Messrs. Baxter, Rose, and Norton, appeared as Agents. 

' Mr. Serjeant Thomas, Mr. J. G. Jones, and Mr. Charles Wray Lewis, 
appeared as Counsel for the Sitting Member. 

Mr. Lewis appeared as Agent. 

Mr. Slade was heard to open the case on behalf of the Petitioner. 

Mr. Serjeant Thomas applied for a postponement, on the ground of the 
absence of the returning officer, the Mayor of Sligo, through illness, and 
produced medical certificates in support of his application. 

After some discussion, the Chairman stated that the Committee were of 
opinion that the case should now proceed; 

James Richard Naylor, Esq., was called in ; and, having been swom, was 
Examined by Mr. Cleric, as follows : 

1. YOU are the Chief Clerk in the office of the Clerk of the Crown ? — Yes, J. B. Naylor, Esq. 

I am. 

2. Do you produce a writ to the sheriff of Sligo, with the precept to the 31 July 1857. 
mayor of the borough ?— The writ to the sheriff of the county of Sligo, and the 

precept to the mayor of the borough of Sligo. 

3. What is the date of the precept? — “Given under the seal of my office 
the 25th of March.” 

4- Have you also the return by the mayor ' The return made by the mayor 

and the electors. 

5. What is the date of that?— 2d of April. 

6. Who is returned? — John Patrick Somers, Esq., No. 6, Denbigh-place, 

London, England. 

227 — Sess. 2. A Cross- 
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J, 22 . Naylor , Esq. 



31 July 1857. 



22 . Clements , Esq. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Thomas. 

7. You get that from the office here ; you are clerk in the office ; where do 
you get that from ?■ — This came by post from the Crown and Hanaper Office in 
Ireland to us, by virtue of the statute. “ Received by post, the 18th of April 
1857- J. R. Naylor.” 

The following endorsement on the return was read, stating that 260 
votes were received at the poll for John Patrick Somers, Esq., and 144 
votes for the Right Honourable John Arthur Wynne. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Edward Clements, Esq., is called in ; and, having been sworn, is Examined by 
Mr. Clerk , as follows : 

8. WHAT is your office ? — I have no office at present, except that I coine 
here as agent from Mr. John O’Connell, the Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper 
in Ireland. 

9. Do you produce from the Office of the Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper 

in Ireland certain documents which have been delivered to you by him ? The 

two poll-books left with him by the sheriff j poll-books respecting the borough 
of Shgo election. 

10. Left with him as the Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper ? — Left with him as 
the Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper for the borough of Sligo for the last 
election. 

n. Are there two poll-books?— ' Two poll-books, just as delivered. (Delivering 
in the same.) 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Thomas. 

12. What are you ? — I am a barrister. 

13. Are you employed to come over here by some person in Ireland ?— Yes. 

14. By whom were you employed ?— By John O’Connell, the Clerk of the 
Crown and Hanaper. I have just delivered in, in the same way, the Dublin 
books. 

15. I do not care about that; when did you get these books ? — I got these 
books on Wednesday last. 

,16. On Wednesday last ? — Yes. 

17. Where? — In Kingstown, and I had a great number; I want to explain. 

18. Do limit yourself to answering my question? — It is necessary to explain. 

1 9. Where does Mr. O’Connell live r— In Kingstown. 

20. Did you receive these books by the hand of any person ? — I received these 
books on Wednesday by the hand of Mr. John O’Connell, the Clerk of the Crown 
and Hanaper, in Dublin, on the way to Kingstown ; I travelled with him in the 
train. 

21. Did you receive the books in Kingstown or in Dublin ? — In both, for he 
was sitting with me in the train while we were travelling. 

22. Then you received the books in both ? — Yes. 

23. Will you tell us in English what that means ; did you receive them in 
Kingstown ? — I am only ap Irishman. 

24. Then you can perhaps English it; in Kingstown or in Dublin?— We 
travelled together with thesh books. 

25. By the Committee.] W r here was Mr. O’Connell when he delivered these . 
books into your hands ?— At the Dublin station of the Kingstown Railway. 

26-27. In Dublin?— In Dublin. 

28. Mr. Serjeant Thomas.] What did he deliver you ; a bundle ? — 'No ; a tin- 
case. 

29. Did you open that, and examine it? — Yes. 

30. Every book that it contained ? — No, I did not indeed ; I never opened 
these, for instance ; I looked at the endorsement. 

31. That was just as it is now when you examined the tin case of parcels ? — 
Yes, several parcels ; a large tin case, much larger than this. 

32. When 
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32. When did you change it into this That is what I wanted to explain. K Clements, Esq. 

33. When did you take it out of the larger tin case, and put it into this smaller — 

one ?— They were shifted into two different tin cases ; this is the third case. 31 July 1857. 

34. When did they shift from the first to the second ; did you do that ? On 

Wednesday morning, I think. 

35. The day before yesterday ? — Yes. 

36. Did you do it, or some person, a porter, or a clerk, or what ? — It was 
Mr. O’Connell himself. 

37. Where was that ? ; — In Kingstown. 

38. Then the large tin case that he had delivered to you at Dublin was opened 
at Kingstown, and some taken and put into a smaller case ; is that so? — In a 
smaller case than the very large one ; there are three sizes ; it was opened, and 
he put in additional papers ; he took out some, and changed others. 

39. That is into the second case ? — Yes ; some of the proceedings were with- 
drawn last week. 

40. When were they removed from the second to the third case? — I should 
think on Wednesday morning. 

41 . But you do not know ? — No. 

42. Who did that?— On Tuesday evening I suppose he did, for he told me 
he had, and he delivered me the case. 

43. Then you do not know except from his telling you r — No, I do not ; I . 

did not see him do it ; I said this is another case 

44. I do not want what he said to you, or what you said. If you are a bar- 
rister, without reminding, you must know that what he said to you, or you said 
to him, ought not to be mentioned, and is not evidence. Then you did not see 
the shifting from the second case to the third case ? — No. 

45. You say, perhaps it w as on Tuesday night they were shifted from the 
second to the third? — Tuesday night or Wednesday morning; I cannot say. 

46. You have already said they were shifted on the Wednesday morning 
from the first to the second ? — I said perhaps Wednesday morning. I had got 
them as shifted on the Wednesday morning ; he might have shifted them the 
night before. 

47. Then you did not see them shifted at. either time ? — No. 

48. Then was it when he first delivered them to you at Dublin that you 
examined them ? — No, it was not. 

49. Then was it after they had been shifted into the second case or the 
third case that you opened the first, second, or third case and examined them ; 
when was that ?' — I opened the first tin case after we had terminated our little 
journey from Dublin to Kingstown. 

50. With him in person ? — With him in person. 

5 1 . Did you open either case after he had shifted them into the second or into 
the third ? — Yes ; I opened the second case, that is, he opened the second case 
for me in my presence in Kingstown. 

52. What day was that? — Before I started in the packet on Wednesday. 

53 - Then you are certain it was Wednesday ? — Yes. 

54. But you do not know whether they were shifted from the first to the 
second on the Tuesday' night ? — No, I do not know. I do not know when he 
shifted them. 

55 - Were they then shifted twice? — No, I think only once. 

56. You have sworn to having seen them shifted on the Tuesday night ? — 

No ; I said I, never saw them shifted. 

57 - You said you saw them shifted from the first to the second oase? — No, I 
never saw them shifted ; I found they were different in size and bulk. 

58. I want to know when it was you saw them shifted? — I never saw them 
shifted at all. 

59 - At all ? — No ; I found a difference in size of the boxes. 

60. Then you never saw them shifted at all? — No. 

61. Then what did you mean by saying you opened them and shifted them 
on the Wednesday ? — No ; he opened them and showed them me the first day ; 
he opened them and showed me a different number the second day. 

62. I want to know this : you never saw them shifted at all, from the first to 
the second, nr from the second to the third ? — No ; I never saw the act of 
shifting. 

227— Sess. 2. a 2 63. Did 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




E. Clements, Esq. 
31 July 1857. 



Mr. J. C. Welsh. 



4 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before' SELECT COMMITTEE 

63. Did you ever see those books in the Crown Office yourself? — I do not 
know ; I might. 

64; You do not know? — I do not know. I had been his deputy, appointed 
by the Lord Chancellor on Tuesday. 1 had been appointed as deputy to the 
Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper when he was about, as he thought, to pro- 
ceed with his documents to London. 

65. I asked you this simple question, to which you have answered me this 
long answer. I ask you if you will swear that you saw that bundle in the Crown 
and Hanaper Office? — No, I will not swear any such thing ; but I might have 
seen it, for I saw a great many. 

66. So might I ? — I never distinguished it ; I might have seen it ; I do not know 
whether 1 did or not. I saw hundreds of bundles there, similar to this. 

Re-examined by Mr. Clerk. 

67. I understand you to say you were appointed by the Lord Chancellor to 
be deputy, and you were appointed on last Tuesday ? — Yes. 

68. From whom did you receive that tin case which contains that parcel? 

I received this tin case with this parcel in it this day from one of the clerks of 
the office. This was the matter I wanted to explain. 

69. Mr. Thomas.'] Have you got your authority or appointment with you ? 
— No. 

70. Mr. Clerk.] Who was it who authorised you to bring over those papers 
which you have there ; who was it that authorised you to bring over those 
papers which you have there?— Mr. John O’Connell, the Clerk of the Crown 
and Hanaper, delivered me a tin box, containing a number of poll-books. 

71. Did it contain those papers? — No, it did not contain those papers ; but 
he said it did. That is what 1 wanted to explain, 

72. By the Committee.] He told you the box did contain those books, whereas 
it did not contain them ? — Yes. When I arrived in London, I immediately, on 
looking over the books and papers, found that the Sligo books were not amongst 
them, and I telegraphed that fact yesterday. 

73- Mr. Clerk.] Then when did you get those ?— About less than an hour ago 
I re-got them. I once had them. 

74. When you arrived here yesterday, did you find the Sligo poll-books in 
the parcel which you had ? — No. 

75. Upon that you telegraphed to Ireland ?— Yes. 

76. Did you this morning receive those books ?— Those books. 

7 7. In that case ?— In that case. 

78. As they are r — As they are. 

7 9- From whom did you get them ? — From one of the clerks in the office. 

80. By the Committee.] To whom did you telegraph ? — To Mr. John O’Con- 
nell, the Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper. 

81. Who is the clerk who brought them over ? — Charles Welsh. 

[The Witness withdrew. 



Mr. John Charles Welsh was called in; and, having been sworn, was Examined 
by Mr. Clerk, as follows : 

82. WHAT are you ?— I am a Clerk. 

83. Where ? — In the Hanaper Office. 

84. In Dublin ?— In Dublin. 

85. Did you receive a parcel yesterday ?— I did. 

86. Is it there ( pointing to the parcel produced by the previous Witness) ? — 
Yes. 

87. That is it? — Yes. 

88. To whom did you deliver it? — To Mr. Clements, this day. 

89. From whom did you receive that parcel? — From Mr. John O’Connell. 

90. The Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper ? — The Clerk of the Crown and 
Hanaper. 

91 . Did you deliver it to Mr. Clements in the same state that you received it 
from Mr. John O’Connell ?— I did. 

92. When 
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Q2. When did you deliver that to Mr. Clements ? — This day, immediately 
I arrived by the train. 

93. You arrived this morning from Dublin? — Yes, I arrived by the Holy- 
head train, and that comes in here, I think, about 1 1 o’clock ; and immediately 
after the train arrived I took a cab, and came here straight with these books. 

g4_ Was that case in your custody from the time you received it from Mr. 
John O’Connell till the time you delivered it to Mr. Clements ? — Yes. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jones. 

95. When did you leave Dublin? — On yesterday evening, at half-past seven 
•o’clock, by the Holyhead train steamboat. 

96. What did you bring over with you? — Those books. 

Q7. In the state they are now ? — In the same state they now are in. 

98. Tied in that way? — Tied in that way. 

99. Was there any other wrapper upon them ? — No other wrapper, but just 
as they are. 

100. They were locked in that box? — They were locked in that box. 

lot. Had you the key? — I had the key. 

102. Where did you get them? — I got them from Mr. O’Connell, at his 
residence in Kingstown ; Tivoli-terrace, in Kingstown, where Mr. O’Connell 
resides. 

103. The Crown and Hanaper Office is not in Kingstown, I think? — Oh no. 

[The Witness withdrew. 



Mr. J. C. Welsh. 



31 July 18.57. 



Edward Clements , Esq., was again called in ; and further Examined by 
Mr. Clerk, as follows : 

104. IS that the case you received from John Charles Welsh this morning? E. Clements, Esq. 

— Yes. 

105. Do you produce it in the same state as you received it ? — Yes. 

106. You say that the poll-books, the same poll-books, were shifted by 
Mr. O’Connell at Kingstown ; were they ? — Yes ; so he told me. 

107. Then you arrived, as I understand it, in London without the Sligo poll- 
books ? — I missed them. He told me they were in that large parcel. 

108. You found they were not, and you then telegraphed? — Yes. 



Mr. Clerk proposed to put in the poll-books as evidence. 

109. By the Committee .] You supposed, when you set out at first, that you 
had those books with you ? — Yes, 1 saw them the evening before. 

110. You did not find the mistake out till you got to London ?— No, it was 
in changing cases. 

111. You did not see that ? — I did not see that. 

112. You fancied they were in the case which you brought to London, and 
when you got to London you found they were not there ? — Yes. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Mr. Serjeant Thomas was heard against the reception of the poll-books. 

Mr. Clerk was heard in answer. 

The committee-room was cleared. 

After some time the Counsel and parties were again called in. 

The Chairman stated that the Committee were of opinion that the books 
were properly put in, and were admissible in evidence. 
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Mr. E. Jones. 



31 July 1857. 



Mr. W. Dudgeon. 



Mr. E. Pollock. 



Mr. Edward Jones was called in ; and, having been sworn, was Examined 
by Mr. Clerk, as follows : 

113. ARE you the Clerk of the Peace for the borough of Sligo ? — Yes. 

1 14. You keep the records of that county, I believe? — Yes, the Peace Office 
records. 

115. Are the revised lists for the borough delivered to you as clerk of the 
peace ? — Yes. 

1 16. I believe you are directed to have them printed in a book ?— Yes. 

1 1 7. Have you the lists delivered to you printed in a book ?— Yes, I have 
{'producing the same'). 

n 8. That is the Register, I believe, for the borough of Sligo ? — It is. (The 

same was delivered in.) 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Mr. Clerk stated that he would proceed with the case of William 
Dudgeon, No. 80 on the Register. 



Mr. William Dudgeon was called in ; and, having been sworn, was Examined 
by Mr. Clerk, as follows : 



1 ] 0. "WHERE do you reside in Sligo ? — In Knox-street. 

120. Did you go to the poll-booth on the last election for Sligo ? — I did. 

121. At the booth No. 1, I believe ?— Mr. Conlan’s booth ; he was deputy 

and Ward was the poll-clerk. * 

122. For whom did you tender your vote?— The Right honourable John 
Wynne. 

1 23. When did you first hear there was some error in recording your vote ?— 



Mr. Serjeant Thomas objected to the question. 

124. Did you know until after the election that your vote had not been 
recorded for Mr. Wynne: — I did not; it became a general rumour. 

, 12 J>‘ T ? ld y ou , y° ur brother give your votes about the same time that 
day /—He voted first, and I voted immediataly after. 

126. Did you vote for Mr. Wynne or Mr. Somers ?— I voted for the Right 
honourable John Wynne. 



[The Witness withdrew. 



Mr. Edward Pollock was called in ; and, having been sworn, was Examined 
by Mr. Clerk, as follows : 

127. YOU are a Solicitor at Sligo?— I am. 

] 28. Were you acting as inspector at No. 1 booth at the last election e— 
I was. 

129. Do you know William Dudgeon ? — I do. 

130. Did you see him vote at the election?— I did. 

131. for whom did he vote? — The Right honourable John Wynne. 

132. Had you a check-book at the election in which you entered the votes ? 
— I had. 

133- How did you enter that vote in your check-book f— For the Right 
honourable John Wynne. 

134. Just look at it, if you please : No. 80 is the number — ( The Witness 
referred to his book) ?— “ No. 80, Dudgeon, William, Sligo.” 

] 35- Voted whom ?— Voted for the Right honourable John Wynne. 

130. Did you make that entry at the time ? — I did. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Thomas. 

y7\.Bid you at. that time see the entry made in this book ; the poll-book ? 

r ,° 5 nc ^ see the entry made ; I saw the sheriff’s deputy and his poll- 

clerk professedly make some entry. , 

You did not see what he wrote? — I did not. 

39- tr. beijeant Tho 7 nas.~\ What do you mean by “professedly” make 

some 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




on the SLIGO BOROUGH ELECTION PETITION. 



7 



some entry ? — He was above me ; I was below. It was in the Crown Court of 
Sligo ; I was below him, and he was elevated, where the judges sit. 

J40. Did you turn round to see how he had entered the vote? — No, not par- 
ticularly ; I never guessed that he had entered it wrong. 

141. You say “not particularly;” did you turn round to see what he had 
done ; how he had entered the vote ? — No ; I could not have seen the book 
without rising up. 

142. Did you see how he had entered the vote ? — No. 

143. Did you not, upon each vote, turn round to see how the vote was 
entered? — No. 

144. Did you occasionally do so?— I might. 

14/5. You might occasionally do so? — Yes. 

146. Were there any persons behind this Mr. Ward ; you were before him ? 
I was before him. 

147. Were there any persons behind him ? — Behind him ? 

148. Yes; you could not see, you know, unless you got up and turned 
round; but a person behind him might see him make the entry without any 
effort ? — The deputy sheriff could have seen him. 

149. You were there on behalf of Mr. Wynne ? — I was. 

150. Was there any other person there besides you on behalf of Mr. Wynne ? — 
I was inspector ; there was a check-clerk there besides me, under my control ; 
a private check- clerk. 

151. Did you put the check- clerks to sit where they could not see what was 
done ? — No ; for instance, if I was where you are 1 necessarily would be below. 

152. Were there some persons above that you had appointed inspectors for 
watching the votes ? — No. 

153. Then your answer is, there were none ? — None. 

1 54. Were there persons behind at all ? — None. 

1 55. No persons behind at all ? — None. 

156. Then you did not at all take the precaution of looking over the clerks 
who were entering the votes ?— I did not ; it was not my business. 

157. Nor did you employ any person to do so"? — Certainly not. 

158. Who is the check-clerk; is there a check-clerk ; I am told there is a 
check-clerk ? — A poll-clerk. 

159. Well, poll- clerk ; some person who looks over to see that the votes are 
properly entered ; you say you had appointed a check-clerk ? It was some per- 
son to keep a book, somewhat similar to my own, under my eye. 

1 60. Then do you make entries from what you hear persons say ? — I do, in 
this book. 

161. You merely make entries yourself from hearing the voter name his 
choice • Yes. 

162. What does your check-clerk do ?— He records the vote as given. 

163. From hearing also ? — From hearing also ; and as inspector it is my duty 
to see that he enters it right in his book. 

164. Is that clerk here ? — Not that I am aware of. 

165. How is your check-clerk appointed ; by you ?— Not appointed by me ; 

he is appointed by the gentleman ; the conducting agent. _ 

166. At all events, you watch him, to see that he does it correctly ? It is my 
duty to do so. 

167. You do not know whether that clerk is here r I do not. 

168. Have you his book here ? — I am not aware. 

169. You do not know whether he or his book is here ?— No, I do not know. 

170. By the Committee .] That is merely a check upon the book. 1 hat is 
merely a check upon the book. 



Re-examined by Mr. Clerk. 

171. At this election where was the poll-clerk sitting ? He was sitting in a 

seat above where I was sitting. . 

172. Was the deputy sheriff sitting by him, or above him, or how ?— 1 am 
not quite certain whether he was seated just under the deputy or beside the 
deputy*, but at all events both of them were above where I was. 

173. ' How much were you below where the poll-clerk was . The bench 
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where the judge sits in the Crown Court, the deputy sat there ; I am not sure- 
whether his poll-clerk was beside him or under him ; I rather think he was 
under him, where the clerk to the Crown sits ; and then I was in the bar seat 
below that ; a little below that. 

174. So that you were not able to overlook at the time ? — No. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Mr. Clerk; proposed to strike off this vote, and add it to Mr. Wynne’s 
poll, and was heard in support thereof. 

Mr. Jones was heard in support of the vote. 

Mr. Clerk was heard in reply. 

The committee-room was cleared. 

After some time the Counsel and parties were again called in. 

The Chairman stated that the Committee had resolved that the vote of 
William Dudgeon, No. 80 on the Register, should be struck off the poll of 
Mr. Somers, and added to that of Mr. Wynne. 

Mr Clerk stated that he would proceed with the vote of Martin Feenarty 
No. 92 on the Register. 



Mr. Martin Feenarty was called in ; and, having been sworn, was Examined 
by Mr. Clerk , as follows : 

1 75. DO you live in High-street, Sligo ?— Yes. 

176. Did you vote at the last election for Sligo ? — I tendered a vote for the 
Right honourable John Wynne. 

177. W ho was the deputy at the booth where you tendered your vote ? — Mr. 
Conlan. 

1 78. And was Ward the poll-clerk ? — He was. 

179. You tendered your vote; for whom did you tender your vote, do you 
say ? — The Right honourable John Wynne. 

180. Were you drunk on the day when you went to poll? — I did not 
drink a drop of spirits for 18 years before the day I voted. 

181. Had you drunk any spirits upon that day ? — No. 

^182. What had you drunk upon that day ? — I drank that morning, about four 
o’clock, a tumbler of porter. 

t 83. W as that all you had had on the day you voted ? — It was ; at four 
o’clock in the morning. 

1 84. Were you sober at the time you went to the poll ? — At sober as I am 
now. 

185. For whom did you tender your vote at the election? — For the Right 
honourable John Wynne. 

186. Do you recollect whether when you tendered your vote for the Right 
honourable John Wynne anything was said to you by the mayor’s deputy, 
Mr . Conlan, or the poll-clerk ? — They were all crying out, “ Somers, Somers, 
Somers and I cried out “ The Right honourable John Wynne,” with a loud 
voice. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Lewis. 

187. What are you ? — A tinsmith. 

188. You say you went down to the booth and tendered a vote for Mr. 
Wynne? — Yes. 

189. You say there were people calling out “ Somers, Somers” ? — Yes. 

190. Wflo were those people ? — I could not tell the half of them, let alone the 
whole of them. Every one that was in the court, I may say, was crying out. 

191. Was it the poll-clerk? — No, it was not the poll-clerk. 

1 92. Any one official ; was it the deputy ? — The deputy, the poll-clerk, spoke 
to me ; no one spoke to me except the poll-clerk. The deputy axed me who I 
was going to vote for. 

193. You 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




on the SLIGO BOROUGH ELECTION PETITION. 



9 

193. You say there were persons calling out “ Somers, Somers;” I want to Mr. M. Peenarty. 
know who those parties were ? — Cannot tell you half of them. — — — ' 

J94. It was not the deputy or the poll-clerk ? — No. 31 July 1857. 

195. Your recollection of the proceedings appears to be very distinct; where 
were you the night before you went down to vote ?— I was in the court, the 
court-house. 

196. What were you doing there? — Just to save my life. 

197. What do you mean by “saving your life”? — I mean to save my life 
before I would be killed. 

198. Killed by whom? — By Mr. Somers’s mob. 

199. You went in the court-house ? — Yes. 

200. Were you alone ?— I was. 

201 . In the court-house ? — No. 

202. Who was with you ?— A few more had to make away; one Mulligins, 
and one Charley Tiernan. After our places was broken in we had to make off. 

.203. By the Committee .] Did they break into the court-house?— Oh no, 
but our houses. 

204. Mr. Lewis . ] Anybody else there in the court-house ? — There was one 
Mr. Caveney, who lived next door to me, was there. 

205. Anybody else ? — Not that I know of. 

206. About three or four? — Yes. 

207. There were three or four and you there ; what were you doing in the 
court-house when you were there ; what time was it you went into the court- 
house ? — I went in the day after the house being broken in. 

208. What time of the day ? — I dare say about four o’clock in the day. 

209. That was the day before the election ? — The day of the nomination ; 
that evening my house was broken in. 

210. How long did you stay there? — I had to stay there for seven days; 

I was seven days away altogether. 

211. You were seven days in the court-house? — Yes, seven days; dare not 
show my nose. 

212. You did not dare show your nose ? — No. 

213. But there are no bakers or butchers’ shops in the court-house ; how did 
you live ? — I was able to live. 

214. How did you live there those seven days ? — I got plenty to eat. 

215. Where did you get it from ?— Faith, I cannot tell you who gave it me ; 
lam not going to tell you. 

216. I must know where you got your victuals from ; you say you were 
shut up seven days ? — You cannot know what I do not know myself. 

217. Where did you get your eating and drinking from ? — 1 told you before 
I did not know where it came from. 

2i 8. You do not know where ? — No. 

219. Were the doors ever opened ? — They were. 

220. Could not the mob have come in there ? — No, they could not come in 
there. 

221. Why? — Every way they could not ; because we used to keep it closed 
until there came a rap at the door, and then we would know who came. 

222. How did you know who came ? — Could not we look out at the key-hole, 
and know. 

223. Do you mean to swear that you could open that door to a person bring- 
ing your food, without the other party coming in ; this mob you have described 
of Mr. Somers’s, if you opened the door, if they were outside and wished to 
come in, they would come in ? — If they came in, I was better prepared to 
meet them than I was that night they broke in my house. 

224. Having been in the court-house this number of days, you admit you 
had something to eat and drink, but you do not remember where you got it 
from ? — I do not remember ; I cannot say where it came from ; that is what 
I say ; of course I could not know ; I ate it, but I cannot say where it came 
from. 

225. What had you to eat and drink?— They gave the best that was fit to 
maintain any one with. 

226. By the Committee.'] They gave you very good food ?— Yes. 

227. What was it; beef and mutton ? — Beef and mutton for dinner. 

227— Sess. 2. B 228. Mr, 
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Mr. M. Feenarty. 228. Mr. Lewis.] What had you to drink ? — A drop of porter ; I could drink 

nothing else ; a small bottle of porter. 

31 July 1857. . 229. You could drink nothing else ; why not? — Because I do not like to do 

it ; that is, because I am bound not. I told you before I am pledged. I did 
not drink a drop of spirits these 18 years before I voted. 

230. Was there any whiskey in the court-house? — I do not know; I took 
none. 

231 . Was there any whiskey there ; what whiskey was there ?- I answer, that 
I took no whiskey. 

232. Were there spirits in the court-house ?— -There were. 

233. Large quantities ? — No ; I see no more than about, I think, a couple of 
glasses ; that was all I seen. 

234. Plenty of beer ? — No. 

235. How much ? — I see no beer at all. 

236. Did you not see any beer there ? — No. 

237. Mr. Clerk.] Porter? — Yes. 

238. Mr. Lewis.] Is not porter beer? — No ; it is not called beer. 

239. Will you swear that the men in the court-house with you were not 
drunk the whole of those seven days ? — Yes, I will swear there was not a man, 
no one, that could drink a drop of whiskey, except Charley Teirnan, who could 
take a glass of spirits ; Mulligan could take none. 

240. Charley Tiernan could take his share, could he not? — I cannot tell 
whether he took his share or not. 

24’.. Was not he very drunk during those seven days ? — No, he was not. 

242. Was he drunk at all ? — Pie was not. If he was drunk, he could not 
stand upon his feet, because if he had been drunk he would fall. I never saw 
the man fall ; I always seen the man stand. 

243. Do you swear you did not take any? — Spirits ? 

244. Any whiskey ? — Yes, I do. 

245. All the time ? — Never took a drop of whiskey these 18 years to the day 
I voted for Mr. Wynne ; that I do swear. 

246. Have you never been taken up before a magistrate for being drunk ? — 
Never. 

247. Not in Sligo ? — Not these 18 years. 

248. Were you before 1 8 years ? — Do not ask me that. 

249 - % the Committee.] Have you taken the pledge to be a temperance man? 
—I have these 18 years. 

250. Mr. Lewis.] You say you went down, and you called out to the poll- 
clerk that you wished to vote for the Right honourable John Wynne? — Yes. 

251. Did the poll-clerk enter any name? — I do not know; I cannot tell you 
what he did. 

252. Did you see him do nothing ? — No. 

2.53. Was your voice heard above the voices of the others when the people 
were calling out, u Somers, Somers?” — It was. 

254. Are you quite clear upon that r— Oh, they could hear it if they liked to 
hear it. 

255. Have you reason to believe they did hear it? — I will tell you how it 
was plainly. When I went up they asked who I would vote for. I said, “ The 
Right honourable John Wynne then he tendered me a book. I took the 
book in my right hand. He asked me if I was the man who appeared upon the 
list of voters. He know’d I did. “ Who do you vote for ?” “ The Right 
honourable John Wynne,” said I, with a loud voice; and then he said I was 
drunk ; “ Take him away ; he is very drunk.” 

256. They would not have said, “ Take, him away; he is very drunk,” if you 
were not drunk ; will you swear you were not drunk ? — Yes ; I have told you 
before I was not. 

I believe you have been indicted for perjury; you know what I mean? 

You were tried for it, were not you ? — Yes, and for being drunk too. 

For committing perjury ? — No. 

Do you mean you were never tried ? — No. 

Who defended you ? —Mr. Jones. 

262. You 



257 - 
— Yes. 
258. 

259- 

260. 

261. 
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262. You said just now you had never been indicted for perjury? — No, I did 
not say any such thing. 1 said Mr. Jones had defended the case. 

263. You were indicted for perjury ?— Yes. 

264. And you were tried ? — I was. 

265. And you say this gentleman, Mr. Jones, defended you? — Yes; but he 
•will not say I was found guilty for the like. 

266. Were you not acquitted upon a mere quibble ? — 

207. By the Committee.] Were you acquitted ? — 1 was. 

The Chairman stated that the fact that the man had been acquitted was 
enough for the Committee ; they could not permit further inquiry upon 
that point. 

Re-examined by Mr. Clerk. 

268. That is the gentleman whom you entrusted with your defence? — Yes. 

269. And he was successful? — Yes. I know him well. 

[The Witness withdrew. 



Mr. Edward. Pollock was again called in ; and, having been sworn, was 
further Examined by Mr. Clerk, as follows : 

270. YOU told us you were an inspector at the booth No. 1 ? — Yes. 

271. Bo you know Martin Feenarty ? — I do, 

272. Bid you see him come to vote on the polling day ?— I did. 

273. Just tell me what passed when he came to vote ; what was he asked, or 
what happened ? — He came up on one of Mr. Wynne’s tallies, and I was pro- 
ceeding to poll him. 

274. Was he asked for whom he voted ? — Yes. 

275. Who asked him that ; did the poll-clerk 1 — Yes. 

276. Just tell us what passed? — He was asked in the ordinary way first 
of all. 

277. What was he asked ? — I think for whom he voted. 

278. What name did he give ? — Mr. Wynne. 

279. When he gave his name for Mr. Wynne, did you hear the deputy or 
the poll-clerk say anything ? — Yes. 

280. What did the deputy say ? — Said he was drunk. 

281. Was he drunk? — He was not. _ . 

282. Did you make an entry at the time in your book about it .—1 did. 

283. Just refresh your recollection by reading your entry ; it is No. 92 (the 
Witness referred to his hook ) ; looking at that entry, do you recollect whether 
any oath was put to him ? — No. 

284. What passed with regard to the oath ? — The deputy refused to put the 
oath. 

285. Had you requested it ? — I had. _ 

286. You requested the deputy to put the oath to him, and did the deputy refuse t 

287. Was that after he had said that he was drunk ?— They were almost 
simultaneous. 

288. What made you request this ?— Oh, I was sure of the contrary. 

289. The deputy said he was drunk, and then you requested the oath to be 
put to him ? — Yes. 

290. And then he refused ? — He refused. . ^ , . « 

291. By the Committee .] What oath was it you required to be put to him ?— 
The oath under the Act, which is mentioned in the Act ; the only one that can 

292. ’ What is the nature of it?— Merely as to the identity of the man ; that 
he was the same man whose name appeared upon the register, and that he had 
not before voted at the election ; that is the only oath now that can legally 

*293? Why did you ask to have the oath put to him?— When the deputy said 
he was drunk, I saw the man was sober, and I asked him to put the oath , t e 
only question he could put to him was the oath ; that vyas my opinion of t le aw. 

294. It was the custom then to poll in tallies, was it .—It was. 

295. He was one of the tallies?— He was one of the tallies, 

296. The whole tally voted for Mr. Wynne r— Yes. 
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Mr. E: Pollock. 



31 July 1857. 



Mr. T.Mostyn. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Thomas. 

297. Do you know where he had been the seven days prior to the time of 
voting ? — No. 

298. You do not know anything about him ? — Nothing whatever. 

299. Were you employed by Mr. Wynne ? — Yes. 

300. Paid by him ? — No. 

301. Then you were employed by him without being paid ? — Yes. 

302. Did you not know there were certain voters in the court-house? — l did 
not. 

303. A number of persons kept there for seven days ? — I did not. 

304. You did not know anything about it ? — Nothing whatever about it. 

305. So that you did not know where Feenarty came from ? — No. 

306. When he was asked for whom he would vote he was told he was drunk • 
did you get up to see how the vote was recorded, or whether it was recorded? 
— No ; I insisted upon the vote being recorded for Mr. Wynne ; the deputy 
refused. 

307. And who was the deputy ? — A person named Conlan. 

308. What did Conlan say upon that ? — Conlan refused, saying he was drunk; 
and I stated to Conlan it was monstrous ; the man was perfectly sober ; lie 
might as well refuse my vote. 

309. You were there ? — I was there. 

310. You did not look at Conlan’s book ? — I did not. 

311. Why did not you ? — I could not look at Conlan’s book where I was. 

312. Was not he very near you? — He was up above, as described. 

313. By the Committee.'} Was your impression that the clerk had not taken 
the vote ; you believed the clerk had not taken the vote ? — I believed he had 
not when the deputy refused him as being drunk ; I presumed he would not be 
entered at all. 

314. Did you put him down as having polled in your book ? —Shall I look 
to the entry ? 

315. If you please ? — “ Ninety-two, Martin Feenarty, Sligo,” was the entry; 
and I see I have entered here for Mr. Wynne: “ Tendered his vote for Mr. 
Wynne ; objected to as being drunk ; deputy refused to put the oath ; he 
appeared sober, and in perfect senses. E. Pollock .” That was made at the 
moment when I found the deputy objected. I crossed it out, as you see. 

[The Witness withdrew. 



Mr. Thomas Mostyn was called in ; and, having been sworn, was Examined 
by Mr. Clerk, as follows : 

316. YOU are a Solicitor in Dublin, I believe ? — Yes. 

317. Were you acting as agent for Mr. Wynne at the last election for Sligo ? 
— I was. 

318. Did you hear the charge that was made against Feenarty being drunk 
upon that day ? — I did after it had been made. 

319. Did you go to him and examine him to see what state he was in? — I 
saw him before he went to poll at all that morning in the tally-room. 

320. What time did you see him ? — Before eight o’clock in the morning- 

321. What state was he in then ? — Perfectly sober, as far as I could judge. 

322. Did you see him after his vote was rejected for Mr. Wynne ? — I did. 

323. What state was he in then? — Perfectly sober. 

• Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Thomas. 

324. What time did he tender his vote ? — I think it was very early, imme- 
diately after the opening of the poll, as well as I recollect ; it was very early. 

3 2 5- You were the paid agent for Mr. Wynne, I believe? — No, I was not, 
nor never was. 

326. "What were you at the election ? — I was Mr. Wynne’s friend, and con- 
ducting agent, unpaid. 

327. You 
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327. You were the conducting agent ? — Conducting agent. 

328. Unpaid agent? — Unpaid. 

329. Did you know where this man came from? — Never heard it until I heard 
him tell himself upon the trial in Dublin ; I never knew it. 

330. You did not know he had been in the court-house for seven days ? — No, 
I never heard it at all. 

331. Though you were the agent, you had nothing to do in procuring 
their safety ? — Nothing in the world. I believe the man fled there for pro- 
tection. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Mr. Clerk was heard against the vote. 

Mr. Serjeant Thomas was heard in support of the vote. 

The Chairman stated that the Committee were of opinion that the vote 
must be struck off Mr. Somers’s poll, and placed upon that of Mr. Wynne. 

Mr. Cleric stated that he would proceed with the case of Edward George 
Elliott, number 86 on the Register. 



Mr. T. Mostt/n. 
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Mr. Edward George Elliott was called in ; and, having been sworn, was 
Examined by Mr. Clerk, as follows : 

332. DO you reside in Wine-street, Sligo ? — I do. Mr. E. G. Elliott. 

333. What are you? — A Lieutenant in the Navy, and Inspector of the Coast- 

guard. 

334. I see by the Register that you are a voter for the borough of Sligo ? — 

I am on the Register. 

335. Did you vote at the last election ? — I did not. 

336. For no one ? — For no one. 

337. Did you go to the polling-booth during the day? — No, I did not go 
near it. 

338. Why did you not vote ; had you any reason for not voting ? — I was 
under a penalty. 

339. Do you mean from being connected with the coast-guard ? — From the 
situation I hold I am not enabled to vote. 

340. That is a mistake ; but still you did not vote ?— I did not vote. 

341. , By the Committee.'] You did not vote, and you did not go near the 
place ?— I did not ; there is a penalty of 100 l. or 500 l, I am not sure which. 

342. Mr. Clerk.] That you say you did not do ? — I did not. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Thomas. 

343- Is y^&o^name Edward George ? — Yes. 

344. By til ^Committee.] Are you the occupier of the premises in 3, Wine- 
street, No. 86 on the Register? — I am the owner of the premises. No. 3, Wine- 
street ; owner and occupier ; I do not know the number on the Register. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Mr Serjeant Thomas declined to address the Committee. 

The vote was struck off. 

Mr. Clerk stated he would proceed with the case of James Henry Fer- 
guson, No. 93 on the Register. 

Mr. James Henry Ferguson was called in ; and, having been sworn, was 
Examined by Mr. Cleric, as follows : 

345- ARE you a dentist, at Sligo ? — Yes. Mr. J.H. Ferguson. 

34b- Where do you reside in Sligo ? — In Old Market-street. 

347- I believe you are a voter for the borough ? — Yes. 

348. At the last election did you go to the poll-booth to vote ? — Yes. 

349- Was Mr. Conlan the deputy of that poll-booth ?■— He was ; Hugh 
Conlan. 
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34 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE 

350. When you got to the poll-booth, were you asked your name ?— I was. 

351. What name did you give ? — James H. Ferguson. 

352. Did Mr. Conlan say anything to you upon that? — He said he would 
have to reject my vote. 

3,53. Did he give any reason ? — He said I. gave in a wrong name. 

354. Did he say what the name was ? — He said that I gave in the name 
James H. Ferguson, and that the name on the tally-slip was James Henry 
Ferguson. 

355. Did you bring the tally-slip with you from the committee- room ? — One 
of the persons with whom I was on the tally did ; a man named John Derrig. 

356. There were five names on the tally ? — Yes. 

357. When he said that you had given the wrong name, that the name was 
James Henry Ferguson, what did you say to that ? — I said, that is perfectly 
right ; that he knew that was my name. 

358. Did this gentleman, Mr. Conlan, live near you? — Yes. 

3,59. Was he acquainted with you before, this day ? — Intimately, as far as men 
of business may be. 

360. When you told him he knew that was your name, what did he say? — He 
said he could not know me, but in the eye of the law, on that occasion ; some- 
thing tantamount to that. 

361. Did he reject your vote? — He took up a book, and said he could not 
receive my vote, because I gave in a wrong name. 

362. For whom did you tender your vote ? — I tendered my vote for the Right 
honourable John Wynne. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Leiois. 

363. You say you know Mr. Conlan r — Yes. 

364. What is he ?— He is a seller of delf china. 

365. He holds some offices ? — Not any public office that I know of. 

366. A town councillor? — A town councillor I believe he is. 

367. You believe he is ? — I do not know it of my own certain knowledge. 

Mr. Serjeant Thomas abandoned the vote. 

The vote was sruck off, and added to Mr. Wynne’s poll. 

Mr. Clerk stated that he would next proceed with the case of Francis 
Yarde Gilbert, who gave his name Francis Gilbert, and was rejected. 



Captain Francis Yarde Gilbert, r.e., was called in; and, having been sworn, 
was Examined by Mr. Clerk, as follows : 

368. YOU are a Captain in the Royal Engineers, are you not ? — I am. 

369. Do you reside in Stephen-street, Sligo ? — Yes. 

370. Your name is Francis Yarde, I believe? — It is. 

371. At the last election for Sligo did you go to vote at the booth ? — I did. 

372. Was that No. 1 booth, where Mr. Conlan was the deputy? — It was. 

373. And Ward the poll-clerk. When you went there, did you tender your 
vote for any one ? — I was asked my name. 

374. You were first asked your name ; by whom were you asked your name? 
— By Mr. Conlan. 

375 . What name did you give?— I gave Francis Gilbert. 

376. What was said upon that? — He said, “That will not do. I have not 
your name upon the register ; 1 have Francis Yarde. Gilbert.” 

377. What did you say to that ?— 1 said, “Very well.; I am Francis Yarde 
Gilbert, or Francis Gilbert, which ever you please ; I am the same person.” 

37 ^- Did Mr Conlan know you ? — Very well. 

379. Did you tender your vote for any one ? — No ; he desired me to go down ; 
that my vote should not be taken ; he refused me. 

3 So. Did you say for whom you wished to vote ? — I said I wished to vote for 
Mr. Wynne ; but he said; “ Go down ; your vote will not be taken.” 

38]. And your vote was refused? — It was refused. 

[The Witness withdrew. 
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Mr. Edward Pollock was called in ; and, having been sworn, was Examined 
by Mr. Clerk , as follows : 

382. DO you know Captain Gilbert? — I do. 

3S3. Did you see him come to Mr. Conlan’s polling-booth to vote at the last 
election ? —I did. 

384. Did you hear him tender his vote for any one ? — I did. 

385. Pray, whom? — The Right honourable John Wynne. 

386. Did you hear anything said by the deputy to him as to why he would 
not record his vote ? — I did. 

387. What was it? — That he had not given his second name. 

388. By the Committee.'] Did you ask to have the oath put to him in that 
case 1 — x cannot tell without referring to my book. 

389. Mr. Clerk. ] Just look at your book? — (The Witness referred to the same.) 
— What number ? 

390. One hundred and thirteen ? — Yes. 

391. By the Committee.] Did you make any entry in your check-book ?— I 
said, “ Rejected because, he said his name was Francis Gilbert.” 

392. Did you make any memorandum as to whether you asked to have the 
oath put ? — I did not ; but I know distinctly I pressed most strongly upon the 
deputy to receive it, and that his act was illegal in rejecting the voter for that, 
and to receive it. 

The Chairman stated that the Committee were of opinion that the vote 
must be added to Mr. Wynne’s poll. 

Mr. Clerk stated that that gave Mr. Wynne a majority of one, and as 
the other side had given in no list, he claimed the seat for Mr. Wynne. 

Mr. Serjeant Thomas requested that Mr. Somers might be put in the 
box, to declare he had no knowledge of anything of this sort taking place 
at the booth. 

Mr. Clerk submitted that there was no charge against Mr. Somers. 

The Chairman stated that that was so, and that therefore there was no 
necessity for putting Mr. Somers in the box. 

The committee-room was cleared. 



Mr. E, Pollock . 



31 July 1857. 
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